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S-13 1859 
Seth D. Venables House 
P r i n c e s s Anne 
p r i v a t e 

The h i s t o r y of the Seth D. Venables house ( a l s o known as the Maries L. 

Holbrook house) p r e s e n t s an of ten undocumented process of house f inancing and 

c o n s t r u c t i o n . Bu i l t in 1853 by house c a r p e n t e r , Seth D. Venables , t h i s 

t w o - s t o r y , s ide h a l l / p a r l o r dwe l l i ng fol lows a t r a d i t i o n a l ve rnacu la r house 

form trimmed with modest mid n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y woodwork. The frame house 

i s covered with the same beveled edge weatherboards found on other nearby 

houses and the four -pane l f ron t door i s \0matttttt i^O^tx a bracketed l i n t e l . 

The t r a d i t i o n a l form of t h i s house i s 00tff s i m i l a r to the William Lecates 

h o u s e , b u i l t dur ing the same decade . Attached to the back of the main 

d w e l l i n g i s a two-s tory &C£t&&&i s e r v i c e wing. 

The s p e c i f i c c o n s t r u c t i o n agreement for t h i s house was w r i t t e n in a 

mortgage between Francis Barnes and Seth D. Venables for the sum of 

one-hundred and s i x t y - f i v e d o l l a r s and f i f t y c e n t s , the e x a c t amount which 

F ranc i s Barnes had advanced Venables in a s s i s t a n c e for the c o n s t r u c t i o n of 

t h i s dwel l ing (LW 2 / 2 1 ) . Seth and Susan Venables occupied t h i s house for 

four yea r s and then sold i t t o MariflLL. Holbrook on March 15, 1856 for $1100 

d o l l a r s (LW 4 / 3 6 9 ) . Maria Holbrook remained in t h i s house through the 

ba lance of the n ine t een th c e n t u r y , and a f t e r her death the house was sold to 

Annie L. Holbrook in 1911 (SFD 5 8 / 1 4 9 ) . Since 1925 the p rope r ty has been 

owned by the Carey fami ly . The c u r r e n t r e s i d e n t s purchased the house in 

1971 ( 2 6 0 / 9 ) . 



i. STATE Mary land 
COUNTY S o m e r s e t 
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ORIGINAL OWNER 
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PRESENT OWNER M r s . 0 . J Carey 

PRESENT USE D w e l l i n g 

WALL CONSTRUCTION c l a p b o a r d 

NO. OF STORIES 2 1 / 2 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY S-13 

2. NAME Seth D. Venables House 

DATE OR PERIOD 1 8 0 1 

STYLE Simple Frame Federal Style 
ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC n O 

This frame house is a simple structure with an A roof. It is three bays 

.wide with a door on the right which has an overlight. The windows are six 

over six and contain old glass. There is an interior chimney on the left (?) 

end of the house. There are two small 1 l/2 storey telescoping additions 

on the rear which probably date from the mid 19th century. The grounds of 

the house are well kept up. 

This home is in very good condition and is two houses down from the Teackle 

Mansion on the same street. To preserve the early 19th century character 

of this neighborhood, this house and all the others around it should be pre

served. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE Endangered Interior Exter ior V e r y g O O d 
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